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1. Introduction 

Burundi 2015 electoral violence can be well understood when it is contextualized in the 

shadow of Burundi’s decades of war following independence in 1962 and perceived as one of the 

main post war intractable issues. The current eruption of violence is an indicator of the 

destructive potential of a conflict that could destroy not only the country of Burundi but also 

involve the Great Lakes Region and East Africa as a whole in a wider regional crisis.” Since  

Nkurunziza publically accepted his nomination as presidential candidate for the ruling party 

CDNDD-FDD, mass protests broke up and Burundi government used excessive force that caused 

a loss  100 lives of Burundians , 600 hundreds detainees, unknown number of kidnaps and 

disappearance as well as more than 200,000 refugees in different countries. The repressive 

response to the protests caused excessive fear and insecurity of people who developed 

mechanisms of defense by arming themselves. While gunfire is always heard in the capital city, 

assassinations cases are increasing, spreading general insecurity nationwide. The number of exile 

increases causing fear and mistrust between Bujumbura regime and neighboring countries which 

may cause regional instability. Many observers are concerned about the rising tension and call 

for mediation for a dialogue that would lead to a government resulted in peaceful and fair 

electoral process. 

The current Burundi regime, under the leadership of Pierre Nkurunziza, is an outcome of 

the Arusha Accord for peace and reconciliation in Burundi signed on August 28, 2000, to solve 

the politico-ethnic violence and other related political issues of the past that have emerged since 

the independence era .  Since then, Burundi has embarked in a period of solving cycles of wars, 

genocides, totalitarianism and impunity that have characterized post independence Burundi. The 



agreement was reached after 7 years of civil war and was sustained by two main ceasefire 

agreements signed respectively in 2003 and 2008. 

 The post Arusha government was given the mandate of sustaining the peace deal by 

leading the country towards reconciliation through Transitional Justice Mechanisms. Arusha 

Peace agreement for peace and reconciliation became the foundation of the constitution to which 

the post-war government referred.  The Mechanisms recommended by the agreement were 

jointly designed to be judicial and non judicial. The first mechanism was the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission (TRC) that would investigate crimes committed in the past and 

identify gross crimes such as the crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

The judicial mechanisms recommended in the Arusha Peace agreement would prosecute gross 

crimes identified through the investigation of the TRC. Unfortunately, the Mechanisms have 

never been put in place since 2000. Different scholars, experts and organizational reports have 

criticized the government of Pierre Nkurunziza for its obvious lack of will to lead the country 

towards justice, national healing and reconciliation. In the process of implementation, of the 

mechanisms, the civil society and opposition political parties from both Hutu and Tutsi 

denounced a process leading to the victor vanquish Justice instead of justice that leads to 

reconciliation.  

In regard to economy, while Burundi additional main plan was reconstruction through 

innovative development, the local and international communities was expecting Nkuruziza to put 

in place institutions that would promote good governance and economic development that 

would, in return, reduce poverty and allow Burundi to fully be integrated in the regional 

cooperation. For that end, the World Bank and the IMF put Burundi among the countries that 

have to benefit debt relief and 92% of its debt was canceled. 



However, Nkuruziza’s regime has never been able to satisfy the local and international 

expectations. Burundi continues to gradually decrease in terms of governance. World reports 

classify it as the most corrupt country in East Africa, while it is among the first three poorest 

countries and the first hungriest in the world. Due to this bad record, the civil society led by two 

organizations (OLOUCOM) and (PARCEM) worked hard to expose corruption in order to help 

the government track it, but Nkurunziza’s regime has never been able to show its capacity and 

political will to reduce corruption. Instead, the civil society and activists have become targets of 

police hunts, assassination and jail. For example, Gabriel Rufyiri, the leader of OLUCOM, and 

Faustin Ndikumana, the leader PARCEM, were jailed for denouncing government economical 

crimes. 

Moreover, big business crimes, politically-motivated arrests, and extra-judiciary killings 

have been  reported by local and international civil society organisations especially in 2008 and 

20012. It is in this context that the 2015 elections were prepared and implemented.  

The decision of Pierre Nkurunziza to violate the letter and the spirit of the Arusha Peace 

Agreement and the constitution of Burundi on term limits became an obstacle for the Burundians 

who expected change and great progress in development. Thus, protests that erupted were a way 

of expressing the deep desire to see Nkurunziza’s presidency come to an end, leaving room for 

other leaders whom people think would lead the country to reconciliation, reconstruction and 

regional integration for development. 

Sadly, Nkuruziza response to protests has been pitilessly repressive. During protests, 

Burundi experienced a great number of lost lives, detainees, cases of people going missing and 

kidnappings, with high rank military officers and political leaders assassinated. Today, blaming 



game and regional mistrust are often observed in diplomatic relations where President 

Nkuruziza’s spokesmen attack different countries’ government officers. Rwandan citizens are 

being arrested under suspect of being spies. There is a string of accusations against Burundi 

Government recruiting Rwandan rebels to train Imbonerakure, the pro-government youth militia.  

In this report, I will highlight facts showing fear and Nkurunziza lack of political will for 

reconciliation as factors leading to the 2015 electoral violence and how the failure of meeting 

expectations for reconstruction and development increased the tension. I also will highlight 

violations recorded during protests and the atmosphere that characterizes the current situation.  

It is important to clarify that most of the content of this report comes from my personal 

experience on the ground in my everyday work as a peace builder, my recent research on the role 

of civil society in the post war contexts, reports from different civil society organizations, several 

interviews I gave to international medias and some alerts and warnings found on social medias of 

Burundians.  

Since the issue that this report examines is still fresh and ongoing it needs to be completed 

daily by everyday updates on developments and other works that are being done in relations to 

the topic. 

2. Historical Background 

2.1 Pre-electoral Political Context in Peace building Perspectives 

The electoral violence in Burundi is another episode in the historical cycles that have 

characterized Burundi modern political regimes. The history of political violence begins with the 

story of independence in Burundi. However, its genesis starts from an education system in which 



colonial masters favored Tutsis and ignored Hutus and then did the opposite in the period leading 

up to independence.  

On October 13, 1961, the independence leader for Burundi, Prince Louis Rwagasore, was 

assassinated one month after his party won elections. As a son of the King Mwambutsa who 

reigned during colonialism, Rwagasore’s charisma and legitimacy had helped to calm down the 

ethnic tensions that had escalated during the “divide and rule” colonial policy. In the eyes of 

Burundians, Rwagasore was a pillar of unity between ethnic groups, because he was highly 

trusted and perceived as the father of all citizens as he was neither Hutu nor Tutsi. When 

Rwagasore’s death was announced, confusion over-shadowed the Burundian society.  In the 

midst of the confusion, rumors, fear, and mistrust among Hutus and Tutsis intensified.  Tension 

led both groups to grasp power and attempt to overthrow the monarchy. In 1963, several 

Burundian Hutus fled to Rwanda following ethnic violence. Between 1965 and 1966, political 

instability was followed by the abolition of the monarchy and the King was deposed by a young 

Tutsi captain named Michel Micombero, who proclaimed a republic while claiming to be 

“restoring order,” according to BBC in its online chonoligic record of Burundi political events.   

From 1966 until 1992, there was a strong Tutsi military dictatorship, characterized by sequential 

coups and attacks from Hutu rebels.  According to Professor Catherine Barnes’ PhD dissertation 

on world genocides (published in 1999), these post independence political events were always 

followed by massacres. It is important to note that these dictatorships were nurtured and 

strengthened during the Cold War period and shifted at its end, as it did in many more colonized 

countries during democratization.  



2.2 Learning From Military Dictatorships Consequences to 

Prevent 2015 Civil War 

         Burundi’s mono-ethnic military system that lasted for thirty years following its monarchy 

was marked by oppression; political violence characterized by accumulated assassinations and 

incarcerations caused general grievances, fear and mistrust leading to massacres and genocides. 

Millions of people were forced into exile. Meanwhile, there was no justice to deal with those 

crimes. Ongoing social, economic and political injustices increased until the democratization era. 

      The democratization era coincided with the Burundi crisis of 1988 when Hutu rebels attacked 

ordinary Tutsis from two northern communes of Ntega and Marangara, in the Provinces of 

Kirundo and Ngozi respectively, which border Rwanda. The government of Major Pierre Buyoya 

intervened with a repressive military response that took the lives of many Hutus living in the 

communities, and this alerted the international community. The international pressure pushed 

President Buyoya to allow political pluralism, which meant space for elections that took places 

in June 1993.  A Hutu, Melchior Ndadaye, was democratically elected for the first time in the 

history of Burundi. 

Unfortunately, Ndadaye was assassinated in a military coup in the night of October 21, 

1993. His assassination was followed by spontaneous massive killings of Tutsis, qualified by the 

UN report of 1995 as genocide. Starting from the same week, the military retaliated by invading 

villages to rescue Tutsis, and in the process, killed all the Hutus across whom they came. In 

1994, the UN had intervened to facilitate negotiations between the military coup plotters and the 

elected political leaders who were deposed to stop the civil war that broke out but negotiations 

failed. 



Consequently, Leonard Nyangoma a former Minister of the Interior during Ndandaye’s 

administration resigned and started the movement Commité Nationale pour la Défense de la 

Démocratie (CNDD). A huge movement of young Hutus joined him and the Hutu Diaspora as 

well. Meanwhile, there was a dialogue in process among Hutu and Tutsi politicians, the outcome 

of which was a united government. President Ntabantunganya replaced President Ntaryamira 

Cyprien, who died in an airplane crash with President Havyarimana of Rwanda in April 1994. 

Some neighboring countries such as Tanzania and Congo were supportive of the Hutu 

armed struggle. Amidst the struggle, CNDD split into three groups due to internal conflicts. With 

more progress, more rebel groups, such as FROLINA, were born. “Force Nationale pour la 

Libération du Peuple Hutu (FNLPalipe-hutu) which had already began the battle also split along 

the way. In total, there were seven Hutu rebel groups fighting the Burundi state and the Tutsi 

army. 

As the government was fighting the rebels, President Buyoya, who had lost during 1993 

elections, led a coup against President Ntibantunganya in 1996. At that time, the fighting was at 

its peak.
1
 International Crisis Group( ICG) states that President Buyoya first action once he took 

power was to crackdown on pro-governmental Tutsi youth militias and ordered obligatory 

military service for students to increase the number of his men in uniform and be able to fight 

against the rebels. The regional countries responded to the coup by slapping an embargo on 

Burundi, which was unofficially boycotted by Uganda and Rwanda according to ICG report 

number 13 on Africa in 2000. In that period, Burundi’s imports were higher than its exports and, 

as a landlocked country, it used Tanzanian and Kenyan ports via Rwanda and Uganda.  

                                                           
1
 As a new student in middle school, I remember witnessing many strikes by all urban schools 

requiring permission for self-defense. 



Under international pressure, President Buyoya secretly joined peace talks in Sant’ 

Egedio with CNDD in 1996. It was officially broadcast when the talks moved to Arusha, 

Tanzania, in 1998. This opened doors to all actors to participate, including civil society’s 

international actors and Hutu political leaders. The peace talks took two years to reach 

agreements on August 20, 2000, in Arusha Tanzania. The first rounds were agreements between 

Hutu civilians and political leaders, called G7
2
, and Tutsi civilians and political leaders, called 

G10
3
. The signature of Peace agreement was followed by a political power sharing during a three 

year transitional government that would lead to elections. In the agreement, President Buyoya 

had to rule for eighteen months and transfer power to a Hutu leader for another eighteen months, 

leading to elections. 

 In the meantime, most rebel groups joined and signed the agreements in the second half 

of the transition, during the rule of President Domitien Ndayizeye, who followed President 

Buyoya and who was a Hutu leader of FRODEBU party (Front pour la Démocratie au Burundi). 

CNDD-FDD, the most powerful rebel group that split from CNDD led by former minister of 

Interior Leonard Nyangoma, signed the agreement in 2003 under the Pretoria Protocol for cease 

fire, two year before elections. Nkurunziza Pierre was the leader of CNDD-FDD.  By that time, 

all rebel groups were allowed to transform their groups in legal political parties except for FNL-

Palipe-Hutu of Agathon Rwasa that remained skeptical.  

Despite the resistance of Palipe-Hutu, a constitution based on the agreement was voted on 

February 2005. On June 20
th

of the same year, peaceful and democratic elections were held and 

won by Pierre Nkurunziza, the leader of CNDD-FDD with an absolute majority both in the 

Parliament and the Senate. Pierre Nkuruziza became the first post-war democratically elected 

                                                           
2
 A group of Hutu parties that formed a coalition to participate in Arusha negotiations with a group of Tutsis. 

3
 A group of Tutsis parties that formed a coalition for the Arusha negotiations that opposed a Hutu coalition. 

 



President to whom the Arusha Peace Agrement gave the mandate to lead the country in the 

process of Reconciliation and reconstruction. The Arusha Agreements clearly stated that a 

president was to be elected for a five year term, renewable once.  

 However, FNL-Palipe Hutu kept on fighting until 2008 when it joined the cease fire 

agreement with Nkurunziza’s regime, following pressure from both South Africa and Tanzania. 

In reality, the crisis that began in 1962 ended in 2008.  

In brief, Burundi that got independence on July 2, 1962 spent nearly half a century in a 

cycle of violence and tyranny. The 2015 electoral crisis is a message that Burundi is missing a 

unique chance to lead the country on the path of reconciliation and build sustainable peace and 

move on with reconstruction and development as opportunities are so many in this era of 

regional cooperation awareness.  

3.   Effects of Post-War Fragility on Reconciliation Process Facilitated the Current Re-

escalation of Violence.  

 

The end of armed violence brought back hope and high expectations to many Burundians. 

For example, Burundians who were children in 1993 had never been able to travel wherever they 

wanted in the country and they had never lived without fearing attacks on a daily basis. At the 

end of the war, people were able to explore their nation and visit family members from different 

ethnic groups; life completely changed indeed. 

However, this stability had never been ensured due to different political instability that 

remained in place even though there was no longer an open war. The Nkurunziza government 

agenda for national reconciliation had to deal to with the past atrocities for collective national 



healing and embark on the path towards sustainable peace.  Unfortunately, facts showed that the 

government leaders were incapable of the task as proven by significant political instability the 

country has experienced in these last 10 years.   

First of all, early in 2006, a false coup d’état was invented against the former President of 

Burundi Domitien Ndayizeye, the Hutu President who followed Pierre Buyoya in the transitional 

government of 2000-2003. He was accused of organizing a coup d’état and was jailed. He was 

detained with his Vice President Alphonse Marie Kadege, whose torture can be viewed on 

Youtube.( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Uw8fcL8ZJM).  This resulted in the exile of 

Kadege to the United States which continues to this day. Later on, it was proven that no coup had 

been planned. The interpretation of that false accusation was that the regime leaders still hold 

anger and bitterness against their former enemies and political partnership began to experience 

mistrust. Many more detentions and arbitrary arrests continued after 2006.  

In addition to this political crackdown, extra-judiciary killings were often denounced and 

reported by local and international human rights organizations; despite the denial of the 

government, torture and ill-treatment of political actors and partisans were often listed. In 2007-

2008 several political followers of Agathon Rwasa, the second influential Hutu political leader, 

were massacred and thrown in Ruvubu River in the northern-eastern province of Muyinga 

bordering Tanzania. The Killings were perpetuated by a commandant of the military camp of 

Muyinga whose name is Vital. When Human Rights Watch asked Pierre Nkurunziza why he 

could not stop the killings, he answered that he feared that would cause conflict among military 

generals. Vital the military officer escaped few days after the denunciation. Again, the impunity 

that caused the genocides and wars in the past were literally repeated in the post-war government 

led by Nkuruziza. 



The more impunity increased, the more political tension increased. In 2007, International 

Amnesty, an international organization working in Burundi, warned about a rising tension among 

youth leagues from various opposition political parties. The youth league from the ruling party 

was often reported to kill and intimidate people in different communities. As there was power 

balance among the youth groups affiliated to parties, the ruling party started arming its youth 

group famously known as Imbonerakure. In 2008 an unfinished investigation tracked weapon 

shipped from North Sudan to be distributed to Imbonerakure. Ernest MANIRUMVA, a local 

NGO staffer who was working for OLUCOM, an organization that monitored government 

governance activities, was assassinated before he finished the investigation. The civil society 

engaged in a campaign for justice for Ernest Manirumva. It requested the government to assist in 

the investigation on perpetrators and asked for FBI support which the government accepted. The 

FBI request was DNA test on some high ranked police and military officers. Some of the 

suspected individuals were Lt General Adolphe Nshimirimana who was assassinated on August 

2, 2015. When asked to release the officers for investigation, President Nkurunziza never gave 

feedback. Despite the organization campaign mobilized in Burundi and the Diaspora, justice for 

Ernest Manairumva never happened. The truth behind the imported weapons and the 

assassination of Marimva remained unclear until later in 2014. 

 

Recently, Africa-Arabia published an article where a Belgian lawyer called Bernard 

Maingain revealed a detailed story related to weapons purchased and distributed to 

Imbonerakure. According to Maingain, two Burundian intelligence staff, who defected and asked 

for an assured protection, revealed that the weapons were purchased from China to be used by 

Imbonerakure during the 2010 elections. Maingain, added that the weapons were distributed 



during the 2010 elections campaign but were collected and stored when political opponents 

boycotted elections, because they were no longer challenges.  The weapons were to be 

distributed in 2015 elections, and this did happen according to several reports including the UN 

cable of April 2015 by the UN representative in Burundi, Mr. Parfait Onanga Onyanga.  

Before the revelation of Africa-Arabia, a UN cable was released in April 2015 the cable 

warned that weapons were distributed by some military officers and meetings were held in hotels 

belonging to government affiliated businessmen. The UN asked the government of Burundi to 

investigate about the weapon distribution, but the government of Burundi warned the UN about 

causing instability in Burundi. The opposition parties and the civil society organizations wrote to 

the UN requesting the implementation of a fair and neural investigation about the issue. But the 

request has never been answered.  

         Two months before the cable was transmitted, the coalition of opposition in Burundi ADC 

IKIBIRI wrote a letter to the UN Secretary General, Bank Ki Moon, warning about the risk of a 

humanitarian catastrophe pending on Burundi. The letter that was sent to Ban on February 6 

2014, one day after the celebration of the Burundi National Unity day, warned about CNDD-

FDD preparing genocide. The letter brought up a debate on genocide or police, but everyone 

agreed that Burundi was heading into a chaos. In its details, the letter also warned about 

Rwandan rebel presence in Burundi training Imbonerakure, a fact that many organizations 

whether local or international considered lately. 

 In a meeting of lobbyists in Washington D.C in January 2014, other Burundian human 

right activists raised the same concern, saying that from the information he had from the grass 

roots communities, genocide was in preparation. This idea was not easily welcomed in many 

places due to the political balance in terms of ethnicity created by political reforms and security 



reforms requested by Arusha Peace agreement. There are 60% of Hutu and 40% of the Tutsis in 

the government and 50% in the army for both Hutus and Tutsis. 

In May 2014, civil society organization led by APRODH denounced paramilitary 

activities done by the ruling party youth wing in Kiliba Ondes in DRC, in the territory of Uvira. 

The organizations detailed that some military staff were training the youth; this became the 

concern of the whole nation fearing political massacre or genocide.  However, both Burundi 

government and DRC rejected the accusation, Lamber Mende warned DRC Medias and civil 

society to watch and not fall in the trap of Burundi conflict. The persistence of the DRC and 

Burundi Medias investigation, ended by convincing the Burundi government.  They admitted 

that some Burundian soldiers were in the DRC without confirming their mission. A few days 

after, the young people who were in the training left Kiliba Ondes under the escort of Burundian 

soldiers and Imbonerakure leaders.  

In June, Pierre Claver Mbonimpa, a Burundian human right leading activist, was 

approached by people to denounce a store of weapons hidden at Buterere one of Bujumbura 

districts. Pierre Claver Mbonimba asked the police to check if the weapon storage was officially 

known which the police denied. When police went to the indentified house of weapon storage, 

they were called by an intelligence officer affirming that the house was known. In my interview 

with Pierre Claver Mbonimpa in April 2015, he saw the weapons from the window. “I saw a big 

amount of weapons as I looked from the window” Mbonimpa told me. 

In January 2015, the fear over the third term started as the civil society organizations 

were pushing, asking Pierre Nkurunziza to tell the nation if he was going to run for a third term 

or not. Meanwhile scholars and lawyers were debating on the legitimacy and legality of the third 

term of Pierre Nkuriziza. Burundi partners were also wondering if the president was going to run 



or not but his party had already announced that there would be no one else to present as 

candidate. In his own words, Nkuruziza also admitted that he will follow the party’s decision. In 

February and March, early refugees started to be observed in Rwanda and Tanzania, as 

harassment by Imbonerakure was increasing. 

4. Tension around Third Term Limit Is a Continuation of the Pre electoral Political 

Instability. 

Pierre Nkurunziza’s decision to run for the third term raised tension on local and 

international levels. The crisis around constitutional change and Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission formation as well as the institutional crisis has continued until the beginning of 

2015, while the electoral period started by April 2015. While he was delaying a public 

announcement of the plan until April, two months before elections, the opposition parties, local 

civil society and international community pressured him to show his position but also 

encouraged him to consider making a different choice. Even though he delayed giving such long-

awaited announcement, his party was conducting campaigns sensitizing people about the 

potential third term while the Imbonerakure were intimidating people and warning anyone who 

would oppose the president.   

In the deep silence of president Nkurunziza, before he publically accepted the nomination 

of his party as its 2015 candidate, he underwent several series of consultations on what would be 

the consequences of the decision to run for the third term. The main source of consultation came 

from the Burundi Service National de Renseignement which is a Burundi Intelligence Office. On 

February 13
th

, 2015, the Burundi intelligence office sent a note to the president office warning 

that the third term can only be confirmed as constitutional if one of the two last terms is 



demonstrated to be unconstitutional. The report also warned that the third term decision would 

risk the country falling in the crisis and that it would cause negative experience to the President 

and his family. Soon after the note was handed over to president’s office, Pierre Nkurunziza 

immediately considered replacing General Godefroid Niyombare , the chief of intelligence 

services. 

During my personal interview with Pierre Claver Mbonimpa, one of the most respected 

human rights defenders in Burundi, I learned that Pierre Nkurunziza in person visited the human 

rights leader in his office before he accepted the candidacy for the third term. Sitting in the right 

chair on his office, Pierre Nkurunziza listened to Mponimba sharing his view on the risk of the 

third term plan on the country in general and on the President himself as an individual. “ He was 

sitting exactly on that seat you are sitting in,” the 60 years old human rights defender told me 

two days before the nomination.  

A few days before the nomination of Nkurunziza’s candidacy, the civil society and 

opposition openly disapproved Nkurunziza’s third term bid and encouraged him to peacefully 

hand power over, threatening to take it to the street should he decide to run. Several diplomatic 

missions from the different international institutions such the UN, AU, and donor countries 

followed with the same message. For example, the UN secretary Bank Moon talked to Pierre 

Nkuruznziza on the phone encouraging him to wisely think of the consequences of the delicate 

decision.  Ban asked Nkuruziza if he is ready to take responsibility of the consequences. It is 

important to signal that Afro-barometers of 2014 concluded that 62% of Burundians disapproved 

of Pierre Nkurunziza’s candidacy while 56% of the population still wanted to vote a candidate 

from his party CNDD-FDD. The Afro-barometer findings were surprising to many since 

Nkurunziza have always been seen as a popular president. Indeed the impression on his 



popularity was obvious. However, local observation shows Nkurunziza’s popularity is explained 

by the power given to Imbonerakure over the rural population and how harsh is their control and 

crack down on political opponents. Several opponents are harassed even killed for belonging to 

other parties. Fearing harassment and even killings, force people to unwillingly register in the 

CNDD-FDD. 

5. Pierre Nkurunziza Acceptance of the Candidacy Opened Crisis as Protests Erupted. 

 On April 26 Pierre Nkurunziza accepted his nomination by the ruling party CNDD FDD 

as its presidential candidate. The civil society and political opposition parties had warned that as 

soon as he accepts the candidacy, protests would begin the following day. As they had promised, 

the civil society and opposition parties called for mass protests on Sunday April 26
th

.  In 

Bujumbura, the capital city of Burundi, people responded massively and police strongly 

repressed the protests. At least 7 people died, shot by police on the first day of protest. A 14 year 

old boy called Népon Komezamahoro was the first victim.   

The civil society leaders had given clear instruction on how to conduct peaceful protests.  

Each district had an area of meeting of protesters from same the district. The protest leadership 

also gave a clear itinerary and protesters’ destination were the “Place de l’indépendence”’, a 

place located downtown. In addition, protesters were encouraged to march non-violently. When 

they met police blockages, protesters were asked to raise hands up and sit down with raised 

hands, but stay until police opened the way. While police could not let protesters reach the 

destination, they spent long day sitting down chanting, and sometimes arguing. It didn’t take 

long for the police to start shooting teargas and run after protesters with sticks and continually 

shooting teargas. As a response, protesters threw rocks at the police. This was the beginning of 



many incents that include human rights violations of great concern. When 7 people died on the 

first day, local and international community condemned police for using excessive force and 

killing peaceful protesters that the government called insurgents. 

6. 2015 Electoral Human Rights Violations  

During the protests, Burundi government and police responded in a way that caused lots of 

human life loss. From April 26 up to now, human rights organizations count between 90 and 100 

people who were shot dead or found dead.  Police’s means to disperse protesters in order to 

prevent them from reaching the destination were tear gas and live ammunitions. From April 26 to 

May 1, 7 people were killed according to a lawyer located in Bujumbura who closely followed 

the protests-related incidents. On April 26, 2015, 5 people were killed at Cibitoke, 1 person at 

Ngagara and 1 person at Musaga. Those are some of the districts in which protesters were more 

active. 

During the month of May, at least 56 people were killed mainly by the security forces and the 

government youth wing, Imbomerakure 

On May 1, 2015, 3 people were killed in Kamenge. On May 4, 2015, one person was killed 

at Nyakabiga, and 4 people were killed at Musaga on the same day. On May 7, 2015, 1 person 

was killed at Nyakabiga by protesters suspected of belonging to the Imbonerakure group and 2 

people were killed at Cibitoke. On May 10, 2015, 1 person was killed at Ryansoro in the central 

province of Gitega ; on May 11, 2 people were killed at Kanyonsha in Bujumbura the capital 

city. On May 12, 2015, 1 person was killed at Buterere, On May 13, one person was killed at 

Rohero and another person was killed at Gihosha. On this day, there was an East Africa 

Community (EAC) summit held in Dar es Salam Tanzania, the only and last international 



meeting Nkuruziza attended until the end of his second term. Major General Niyombare and at 

least 12 other generals launched a coup against Pierre Nkuruziza, but the coup failed. The 

Nkurunziza government and police retaliated and the number of people who died increased.  

 

On May 14th, 2015, at least 12 military members were killed by the coup plotters at Rohero 

when loyalists to Pierre Nkuruziza were confronting the coup plotters on the National Radio 

Station Headquarters.  One of the mutinies who was in hospital the Bumerec was killed in the 

hospital with another patient by people in military uniform according to witnesses. On May 20
th

, 

2 people were killed at Nyakabiga; one of them was a soldier. Another person was killed at 

Gisozi in the central Province of Mwaro. On May 21, 1 person was killed at Musaga and another 

person was killed at Ngagara. On May 22, 2015, 8 people were killed at Rohero, on May 23, 

2015 2 people were killed at Ngagara. It is on the same day that a political leader whose name is 

Zedi Feruzi was assassinated by people in the presidential guard uniforms according to Jean 

Baptiste BIREHA, a journalist who survived the attack while chatting with the political leader a 

few minute before they were both attacked. Zedi Feruzi was the president of UPD-Zigamibanga, 

one of the influential opposition parties. Zedi Feruzi was a muslim politician. On May 25
th

, one 

person was killed at Kanyosha while another was killed at Mugamba in the southern province of 

Bururi. On the same day 5 people were killed at Cibitoke and Buterere. On May 26, 2015 1 

person was killed at Cibitoke. On May 27, 2015, 1 person was killed at Matana in the souther 

province of Bururi. On May 29, 1 person was killed at Mukike in Bujumbura Province. On June 

11, 2015, 5 casualties were identified, one at Buterere, another at Musaga and another at 

Buyenzi. On May 27, 2 people were killed and 70 people were registered among the wounded 

people at Prince Regent Chrles Hospital in Bujumbura the Burundi capital city. 



 

In total, human right organizations identified 68 People who were killed from the beginning of 

the protests until the end of June. In one month, there were 500 hundred people who were 

wounded by police bullets and tear gas. 

However, the number of dead and wounded people has almost doubled since July until 

the 25
th

 of August, the date that ends the second term of Pierre Nkurunziza. On August 25
th

, local 

and international human rights organizations counted around 100 people who died. During the 

Month of August there has been political assassination of high ranked military officers and 

politicians. Two weeks after General Adolphe Nshimirimana was assassinated, the former chief 

of staff Colonel Jean Bikomagu was also assassinated when coming from Church. The killing of 

Jean Bikomagu was portrayed by several people as revenge against the assassination of Adoplhe 

Nshimirimana. While General Nshimirimana was a Hutu and a former CNDD-FDD chief of staff 

during war, Jean Bukomagu was army chief of staff for 10 years and was a Tutsi. Before the 

assassination of Jean Bikomagu, several people were warning about the hate speeches identified 

on social Medias calling for ethnic revenge. 

The 2015 electoral crisis has shown alarming bitterness and ethnic hatred. In the 

beginning of social of protests, the spokesmen of the president, Willy Nyamitwe and Gervais 

Abayeho, had described the protest as Tutsi-led and the area of protesters as Tutsi populated 

areas which none could prove. Some government officials have made statements of bitter 

memory of the past ethnic violence while the Imbonerakure have been organizing meetings 

targeting violence against Tutsis according to different Media. IBTIMES, a UK Newspaper, 

warned that Tutsis from rural areas are under threat of the Imbonerakure.  Imbonerakure 

propaganda songs have some alarming contents; One song sates: “Impregnate the rivals so that 



they can give birth to Imbonerakure” This recalls crimes committed during massive killings 

such as sexual violence and violence against women. But it’s necessary to decode the song. 

Today, systematic arbitrary arrests and cases of kidnapping, torture, and killings continue 

to alarm observers. In the report published in mid-August, International Crisis Group and 

Amnesty International warned against alarming cases of torture of political detainees.  One of the 

alarming cases is when a container full of sand was attached to a victim’s testicles. Other cases 

denounced people ordered to sit on acid. The same acts of torture on detained people are still 

being registered. 

It is important to remember that there are limited ways of investigating all violations that 

are being done today in Burundi. This is due to a huge number of reporters who are in exile in 

the neighboring country while human rights defenders are hiding. For example there are current 

50 Burundian journalists hiding in Rwanda. The last human rights defenders who were staying in 

Burundi are persecuted. The leader of League Iteka, a historical human rights organization that 

started in early 1990s, is under threat today. The most prominent human rights defender Pierre 

Claver Mbonimpa was shot on the head while going home by people identified as Imbonakure. 

Fortunately, he survived the attack. Right now Pierre Claver Mbonimpa is in Belgium for health 

care. It is suspected that Mbonimpa was shot after briefing the African Union Human rights 

observers who are now in Burundi with the military experts who are investigating on 

paramilitary activities and militia existence in Burundi. 

While Burundians lobbyists and advocates have earnestly worked hard to mobilize the 

international community to prevent mass violence in this 2015 electoral crisis, armed groups are 

reported to be organizing themselves to find a way of ousting Nkuruziza using arms. In the 



neighborhood of Bujumbura suburbs, people frequently hear gun shots at night revealing that the 

opposition members have already armed themselves. There are many cases where police officers 

are shot by unidentified gunmen. The conflict is now slipping towards guerilla dimensions as it 

becomes more complicated within Bujumbura. As Nkurunziza swore in on August 20, 2015, he 

is accused of launching a constitutional coup and opposition coalition CNARED and civil 

society said Burundi has no legitimate government from then on. The general wish is that the 

army would over throw Nkurunziza and his government to launch a transitional government that 

would lead to new elections. 

In addition to the worrying facts listed above, signs show that the conflict is slipping 

towards regional level. There have been provocative and hate speeches against Rwanda on the 

social Medias such as face book pages and twitter. Moreover, the ministers of foreign affairs 

have clearly accused Rwanda of hosting coup plotters. In the third week of August, Burundi 

intelligence officials arrested 30 Rwandan citizens and brought them to an unknown destination. 

According to the Rwandan foreign affairs minister, the government of Rwanda has protested the 

act and request Burundi to release the detainees.  

7. Conclusion   

There must be more facts that are not mentioned in this report as it deals with an ongoing crisis. 

The developments change day after day and sometimes things shift dramatically. The report 

helps to understand the logic of the 2015 electoral violence in Burundi in order to help 

interveners to know how to start to solve the reduce violence and lead Burundi to a fair and 

peaceful elections. It is important to keep in mind that these conflicts and human rights violations 



described above are the consequences of the decision Pierre Nkurunziza to violate the principles 

and rules of democracy and national unity. 

As the General secretary Ban ki Moon as well as many local and international partners of 

Burundi government had warned Nkuruziza to be mindful about his decision to run for the illegal 

third term, the decision had cost more than 100 and the number of dead people for political 

reasons increases, 600 people are detained while more than 200, 000 Burundians are refugees in 

the neighboring countries. Fear cause opponents to arm themselves adding to the weapons 

distributed to Imbonerakure. Internal violence escalation is affecting relations with neighboring 

countries especially with Rwanda and fear that internal civil war can affect the whole region. 

Recommendations: 

1. The regional mediation team must urgently intervene to ease the tension as soon as 

possible. The more the intervention delays, the more the conflict creates complex 

ramifications, and the more the crisis becomes intractable. 

2. The regional mediation team must put pressure on Nkurunziza and the ruling party urging 

them to accept dialogue as soon as possible. Opposition members have already called for 

dialogue even though they no longer recognize Nkurunziza as President. The dialogue 

must take place in a neutral setting, outside Burundi. 

 

3. The regional mediation must lead the parties to come to an agreement on a transitional 

government that would lead to fair and transparent elections. The transitional government 

structure must insure confidence  and trust from members of both Nkuruziza’s team and 

the opposition 



 

4. The regional mediation must lead the parties to frame a comprehensive program that 

would restore security for all parties by disarming weapon holders beginning with the 

Imbonerakure. The program must create conducive conditions for returning refugees, and 

making sure Imbonerakure are disarmed and dismantled would ensure refuges to return. 

 

5. The regional mediation must lead parties to give power to the transitional government to 

amend the constitution and clarify some ambiguous articles and emphasize on the 

implementation of Arusha Peace agreements, term limits, reconciliation process and 

Genocide prevention practical guidance. The transitional government must not go over 

one year. 

 

6. Once a transitional government is agreed upon, the regional mediation must advocate for 

the cancellation of sanctions on international aid and regional integration imposed on the 

government of Burundi.        
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